
The Ultimate AutoCAD Price Guide – All
Options!

Description

As an architect, designer, engineer, or hobbyist, one software you’ve probably come across is
AutoCAD. It’s a leading design and drafting software used across disciplines. But one common
question among prospective users is: how much does it cost? In this article, we will provide an
extensive guide on AutoCAD prices to answer all your questions.

Common questions about AutoCAD prices:

How much does it cost to buy AutoCAD?

The price of AutoCAD varies depending on the type of license you purchase, the version, and whether
or not you are a student or a professional. Standard monthly subscriptions for individual users typically
range from $210 to $1690 annually.

How much is AutoCAD for personal use?

For personal use, Autodesk, the creator of AutoCAD, offers a personal license for AutoCAD LT at $420
per year. This version has fewer features than the professional version, but it may be sufficient for
personal projects or small businesses.

AutoCAD Price Guide

When talking about AutoCAD, there are three primary pricing models you should consider:

AutoCAD Standard price
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The standard version of AutoCAD, ideal for individual users or small businesses, costs $210 per month
or $1690 per year when paid annually.

AutoCAD Professional price

AutoCAD Professional, more suitable for larger businesses or those needing advanced features, has a
price tag of $2670 per year.

AutoCAD Premium price

The premium version of AutoCAD is priced at $3220 per year. It includes advanced features and
additional tools that help optimize your design process.

AutoCAD features by package

Each AutoCAD package comes with unique features tailored to meet specific user needs:

here is a comparison of the features available in the AutoCAD Standard, AutoCAD LT, AutoCAD
Student, and AutoCAD 30-day trial packages:

Package
2D

Design
3D

Design

Advanced
Design

Automation
Collaboration

Web &
Mobile App

Access
Cost

AutoCAD
Standard

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes $1690/year

AutoCAD LT Yes No No Yes Yes $420/year

AutoCAD
Student

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Free

AutoCAD 30-
day trial

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Free for 30
days

Please note that while the AutoCAD 30-day trial includes all the features of AutoCAD Standard, it is
only available for a limited period. And the prices are subject to change, always check the official 
Autodesk website for the most up-to-date prices.

AutoCAD Student price

Autodesk provides a free version of AutoCAD to students and educators for educational purposes.

AutoCAD for Start-ups (AutoCAD for Entrepreneurs)

Autodesk supports start-ups and entrepreneurs through its Entrepreneur Impact Program, offering
AutoCAD at a significantly discounted price.
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AutoCAD Accelerator & Incubators

For business accelerators and incubators, Autodesk provides access to AutoCAD and other software
at a lower cost to help foster innovation.

AutoCAD for hobbyists, makers, artists, designers

AutoCAD LT, which costs $420 per year, is an affordable option for hobbyists, makers, artists, and
designers who don’t need the full range of features offered by the standard or professional versions.

AutoCAD Perpetual license

A perpetual license allows you to use the software indefinitely. There are two types of perpetual
licenses:

AutoCAD Perpetual Standalone License

This license type is for individual users and costs around $4,195.

AutoCAD SNL (Perpetual Floating License)

The Perpetual Floating License is designed for businesses and costs approximately $6,295. It allows
multiple users to access the software on any networked computer.

AutoCAD Term license

Unlike a perpetual license, a term license gives you access to AutoCAD for a set period (monthly,
annually, or for three years). The price varies depending on the length of the term and the version of
AutoCAD.

The following additional AutoCAD software can be rented with the Term license

AutoCAD Architecture
AutoCAD Electrical
AutoCAD Map 3D
AutoCAD Mechanical
AutoCAD MEP
AutoCAD Plant 3D
AutoCAD Raster Design

AutoCAD Term licence vs. Perpetual licence

Choosing between a term license and a perpetual license will depend on your needs and budget. A
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term license is less expensive upfront and gives you the flexibility to upgrade as new versions are
released. A perpetual license, while more expensive initially, allows you to use the software indefinitely.

AutoCAD prices in the US

In the US, the standard version of AutoCAD costs $1,690 annually, the professional version costs
$2,670 annually, and the premium version costs $3,220 annually.

AutoCAD prices in the UK

In the UK, the prices for AutoCAD are similar to the US but are charged in British Pounds. You can
check the latest prices on the official Autodesk website.

US Subscription model (Perpetual pricing model)

The US subscription model allows you to use the software indefinitely for a one-time payment. The
prices for this model range from $4,195 for the standalone license to $6,295 for the floating license.

US Term licenses

Term licenses in the US vary from $210 per month to $3,220 per year, depending on the version of
AutoCAD.

Buy AutoCAD

How does AutoCAD purchase process work?

To purchase AutoCAD, you can visit the official Autodesk store and select the version that suits your
needs. You can then choose between a term or perpetual license and complete your purchase.

Find AutoCAD reseller near you

If you prefer to buy from a reseller, Autodesk provides a reseller locator on their website.

Is AutoCAD right for you

AutoCAD is a comprehensive, robust, and versatile software that is used by professionals in many
fields. Whether it’s right for you will depend on your specific needs, budget, and the complexity of your
projects.

Choosing between AutoCAD Standard and AutoCAD Lt
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AutoCAD Standard Package

AutoCAD Standard is a fully-featured software that includes advanced tools and features. It is suited
for professionals who need a comprehensive tool for complex projects.

AutoCAD Professional Package

AutoCAD Lt, on the other hand, is a lighter, more affordable version of the software. It is suited for
individuals or small businesses with less complex needs.

Free CAD Tools

There are several free CAD tools available that can be used as alternatives to AutoCAD. These include
SketchUp, DraftSight, and NanoCAD. While they do not offer the same level of features as AutoCAD,
they may be sufficient for smaller projects or for those on a tight budget.

AutoCAD License Transfer

If you’re planning to change your device, there is no need to worry about your AutoCAD license.
Autodesk allows the transfer of licenses from one device to another. This process requires you to
uninstall the software from the previous device and then install it on the new one. There are no extra
charges involved in this process, ensuring you can continue using AutoCAD without interruption.

AutoCAD Discounts and Promotions

Occasionally, Autodesk offers promotions and discounts on AutoCAD licenses, especially during
holiday seasons. These can significantly lower your investment costs. Keeping an eye on the official 
Autodesk website or subscribing to their newsletter will help you stay updated about these offers.

AutoCAD Trials and Refunds

Autodesk offers a 30-day free trial for AutoCAD. This trial includes all features and tools and can help
you determine if the software meets your needs before purchasing. If you decide to purchase and later
change your mind, Autodesk provides a 30-day money-back guarantee.

AutoCAD Training and Support

Getting started with AutoCAD might seem overwhelming, but Autodesk provides several resources to
ease this process. Autodesk University provides free online courses, webinars, and how-to videos. You
can also use the Autodesk community to connect with other users and experts for tips and advice.
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When you purchase AutoCAD, you also get access to Autodesk’s technical support, which includesone-
on-one phone and chat support.

AutoCAD Mobile App

The AutoCAD mobile app allows you to view, edit, and share AutoCAD drawings on mobile devices.
This app can be a game-changer for professionals who need to work on the go. The app comes free
with an AutoCAD subscription.

AutoCAD: Industry-Specific Features

Apart from the general version, Autodesk offers industry-specific versions of AutoCAD, including:

AutoCAD Architecture: For architects, containing tools to create realistic architectural designs.
AutoCAD Civil 3D: For civil engineers, including features for civil infrastructure design.
AutoCAD Electrical: For electrical engineers, providing a large library of symbols and tools for
electrical design.
AutoCAD Map 3D: For GIS and mapping professionals, with access to GIS and mapping data to
support planning and management.

These industry-specific versions are priced differently than the standard version, and you can check
the prices on the official Autodesk website.

AutoCAD Certification

For professionals looking to validate their AutoCAD skills, Autodesk offers certification programs.
These certifications can enhance your credibility and increase job opportunities. The cost of these
certifications varies and can be found on the Autodesk certification page.

AutoCAD: The Industry Standard

Despite numerous CAD software available in the market, AutoCAD remains the industry standard due
to its comprehensive set of tools, robust features, and wide-ranging compatibility. Whether you’re a
student, a hobbyist, or a professional, understanding the diverse pricing options for AutoCAD can help
you choose the best solution for your requirements and budget.

FAQ: AutoCAD Licence Price Guide

1. Can I use AutoCAD on multiple devices?
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Yes, AutoCAD licenses are tied to your Autodesk account, not a specific device. You can install
AutoCAD on multiple machines and use it wherever you sign in to your Autodesk account. However,
you cannot use the software on multiple devices simultaneously.

2. Does AutoCAD offer a monthly subscription?

Yes, AutoCAD offers monthly subscriptions along with yearly and three-year subscriptions. This
flexibility allows you to choose the term that best suits your budget and needs.

3. Can I upgrade my AutoCAD license?

Absolutely. Autodesk allows users to upgrade their AutoCAD license at any time. If you’re using
AutoCAD LT and you need more features, you can upgrade to AutoCAD Standard, Professional, or
Premium depending on your needs.

4. Is there any difference in features between the trial version and the paid
version of AutoCAD?

No, the 30-day free trial of AutoCAD offers all the features and tools of the paid version. The trial is
designed to give you a full experience of the software before you decide to purchase.

5. Are there any free alternatives to AutoCAD?

Yes, there are several free alternatives to AutoCAD. These include software like SketchUp, DraftSight,
and NanoCAD. However, these tools may not offer the same level of advanced features that AutoCAD
provides.

6. How often is AutoCAD updated?

AutoCAD is typically updated once a year. These updates often include new features, enhancements
to existing features, bug fixes, and improvements in performance.

7. Is AutoCAD only for Windows?

No, AutoCAD is available for both Windows and Mac operating systems. There is also a mobile app
that allows you to use AutoCAD on iOS and Android devices.

In Conclusion

Choosing the right AutoCAD package and license type will depend on your specific needs and budget.
By understanding the different options available, you can make an informed decision and get the most
out of your investment. No matter the choice, AutoCAD remains a powerful tool that can elevate your
design and drafting capabilities to new heights.
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